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Villages      ....
	500
	2,000
	2
	5

District centres
	5,000
	15,000
	10
	IS

Provincial centres
	30,000
	
	30
	40

It appears that the distance factor has not been based on fast
traffic possibilities, and that the re-sizing which will take place
in the future has been disregarded. A new functional relation
may develop. And this does not depend primarily on "the
conditions of local geography" but on the social-economic
functionalism of the region. Rather will it be advisable to mark
some villages for elimination and to develop those which are
better " fit for living ". This would be more in line with the
tendency towards concentration. However, more detailed re-
search is needed before definite principles of social and economic
functionalism can be developed.
Thirdly, after all, social relationships and cultural services are,
to put it briefly, only a matter of excellent communication and
distribution. What we need, therefore, is first of all a detailed
knowledge of the spheres of influence of the various services.
We must know (a) the number and categories of people which
can efficiently be supplied from a service centre according to its
capacity; (b) the space and time extent of its hinterland ; (c) the
complementary working of the various services; (d) the special
conditions of their location with regard to the type of the
potential settlements ; (e) their time and distance limit.
Fourthly, if in such a changed structure of settlement many
more places than hitherto assume a special significance as a
centre the notion " hinterland " will disappear. The functions
relating them are so interwoven that there will be hardly any
" passive " xspace left.
Fifthly, we shall need a new terminology. Hitherto, we have
been working with the conception " town " and " country " on
the understanding that the latter means " agricultural" and the
former " industrial". There will be new types of settlement,
of a mixed character in rural areas; and there will be modified
types of urban settlements based, for instance, on commerce,
or ruralised urban settlements, etc. It is true some suggestions
for a new classification of settlements have been made but they
are adapted to existing and not to new conditions. We need
new' terms in order to define exactly the functional significance
of each type of settlement.